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Educator Tere Palm and ba-;sastAgu.usm Bemal founded MUJAM to organize musicians and educatenmvgenemhms abwrjar.r_

Duo pluckmg new fans
over to Mexican jazz

Couple Agustin Bernal and Tere Palm
are making the music more accessible
with classes, jam sessions in their home

EY HNICHOLAS GILMAMN

Special to The Mews

Mexico has never had much of
ajazz scene, at least not like that
of Paris, New York or Tokyo But
over the last several vears, Mex-
ican jazz has been undergoing
something of a renaissance.
The change is evident in sev-
eral new clubs (including Zin-
co and Papa Beto), events like
the Thanksgiving Fest in San
Miguel de Allende, and more
airtime on local radio.

One group contributing to
the increasing buzz about Mex-
ican jazz is a group called Musi-
cos de Jazz de Mexico, or MU-
JAM. Tt was formed last vear by

Agustin Bernal, a veteran bass
player, and his wife, Tere Palm,
in order to organize concerts
and classes, record music, link
musicians and create spaces for
jazz plaving

Bernal and Palm are the
driving forces of the organiza-
rion, and their home, located on
aquiet side street in Coyoacsin,
serves both as a performance
space and a recording studio.

To date they have produced
four CDs, all devoted w world
class Mexican jazz musicians.
Twice a month they offer jam
sessions open to the public. For
a $200 peso contribution, you
wer a glass of wine, some hors
doeuvresand two hours of mu-
sic that transports you straight
to Birdland,

Twice a month
they offer jam
SEsSIons open to
the public.

A recent recording session
of duets by Bernal and Iraida
Noriega, one of the country’s
most-acclaimed young jazz
singers, is an outstanding exam-
ple of MUJAM s work. The two
artists carried on a musical con-
versation that ok them o new

=alms of musical possibilities.

Continuing a tradition of

vocal and bass duets — classic
songhirds from Sarah Vaughan
to Sheila Jordan have record-
ed exclusively with bass - they
deconstructed songs like the

Cuban bolero “Quizds, quizds,
quizds” and the jazz standard
“Midnight Sun” without ev-
er losing sight of the melodic
chord structure. They blew the
roof off the joint, as Louis Jor-
dan used to say, and vou will be
able to hear the results on the
CD, due for release soon.

AM EDUCATIONAL MISSION
Bernal, born and raised in Mex-
ico City, first realized his pas-
sion for music during hours
spent listening to his father’s
old Frank Sinatra records, “It
was those fabulous arrangers,
like Nelson Riddle, who really
intrigued me ... made me want
to hear more”

He started hanging out at
the clubs with local greats such
as Ramon Negrete and Rober-
to Aimes, and listening to more
hardcore jazz records. The Bill
Evans trio was his favorite, with
the legendary Scott Lafaro on
bass, “Tt was these records that
made me want to take up the
bass”

Afteratemporary foray into
rock and funk, and a couple of
years in New York hanging out
atthe Village Vanguard and ath-
er clubs, he returned o Mexi-
co and his musical roots. Bernal
has become one of the leading

mainstream bass players in
Mexico and bevond, soughtaf-
ter for his performances and re-
cordings alike.

Sensing a lack of interest
and visibility for jazz in Mexi-
co, the couple decided ro form
MUJAM. Their concerts offer
baoth older and emerging jazz
musicians a comfortable per-
formance venue.

One of their biggest goals
is education. Tere, a bilingual
educator - she grew up near
the Texas border and teach-
s both Spanish and English

explained, “We feel a need
o educare the public, to make
the music accessible to a wid-
er range of people, those who
don’t know abourit”

They present jazz demon-
strations in schools, and have
just received support from the
D.E Ministry of Culture to pro-
duce aseries of concerts during
March and April titled “Jazz en
la Ciudad.”

A repeat performance of the
Iraida Noriega and Agustin Ber-
nal duets will take place March
3lat 7 pm. in the Centro Cul-
tural Ollin Yoliztli, s0 you can
judge for vourself

See Mujam’s Web site, wnwmu-
jam.org for more information




